THE CONGREGATION OF ST THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

May 18, 2010
I) Opening Prayer: Parish Meeting Prayer led by Carlos Herrera
II) Roll Call:  Fr. Bill, Carlos Herrera, Laura Biskupic, James Zimmer, Nancy Bourassa, Joni VandenHeuvel, Ernesto Gonzalez,  Sr. Anne Arthur
Guest:  Bob VandenHeuvel
Absent:  Freddy Orozco, Jeff Steward, Barb Miller, Andy Sommers
III) UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Parish Fundraiser -- The fundraiser will be part of the Patronal Feast celebration on September 12th. Our next committee meeting will be June 21 at 1 p.m. in the Parish Office. We have the raffle tickets and will begin distributing them during masses.

The annual parish picnic -- Will be hosted at St. Therese on July 11. We will hold a “pound sale” fundraiser and invite St. Therese community members to bring a dish to pass. We will also sell burgers and brats for $1.

Equity of parish contributions – Father Bill did not distribute a financial report as he would like to confirm the source of the numbers. He did submit a report documenting his calendar for the past three months. The Hispanic Committee, together with Fr. Bill and Carlos, has put together a brochure about tithing that they will present at masses during June. Father submitted a draft letter requesting financial help from other parishes in the Vicariate.
IV) PASTOR’S REPORT:
· The annual parish meeting will be August 19th. 

· James, Carlos and Father Bill attended a workshop that discussed the Diocesan Visioning Process (previously called the five-year plan). 

· Father Bill will be on vacation from May 24 to June 1. A priest from Cross International will cover the masses.
· The weekend of June 19-20 Deacon Tony Abts will be assisting at all masses. There will be a reception following the 9:00 a.m. mass to welcome him.

· Bishop’s Appeal $18,531/$21,090

· St. Thomas More approved a $2000 grant to the Hispanic Community. This money will be used to help families and their deceased relatives return to their home country for burial.

· Parish by-laws are in the process of being updated

· Trustee Election

· Dept. of Public Works sent a letter confirming that we are able to use the Activity Center kitchen for cooking. 

V) CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT

Laura’s term as chairperson is up and she requested volunteers to replace her. We also discussed the overall effectiveness of the council and how we could make the meetings more productive. Some suggestions included guest presenters from various Parish Groups or Community Service Groups. 
VI) COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Worship committee -- Did not meet in April.
Hispanic Committee – (Report attached) The soccer league, which is self-funded and raised $1,000 last year, will have 13 teams this year.
Christian Service: -- Prayer of Immigration Reform will take place the weekend of May 1. 
· Ladies of St. Therese – No report

· St. Vincent DePaul – No report

· CARE Ministry -- meeting canceled

· VIA – Mary Ann Otto from Diocesan Stewardship Department spoke at the May 22 meeting. The committee will focus on stewardship this year with the hope that a parish stewardship committee will take over next year.

· ESTHER -- Pastor David Vasquez spoke at the First Congregational Church about the raid in Decorah Iowa two years ago and why there is a need fore Interfaith Organizing. Plans are in the works for a collaborative effort among Manitowoc, Green Bay, Oshkosh and the Fox Valley on Immigration Reform.

VII) OPEN DISCUSSION:  
VIII) FINANCE COUNCIL REPORT
No report
IX) Next Meeting  June 29 (please note that this is a change). We will meet first and then attend a cookout with the Finance Council and assorted friends and spouses.
X) Meeting Adjourned: 8:20 PM 

Respectfully submitted
Laura Biskupic
