THE COMMUNITY OF ST THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

April 27, 2010
I) Opening Prayer: Parish Meeting Prayer led by Carlos Herrera
II) Roll Call:  Fr. Bill, Carlos Herrera, Laura Biskupic, Jeff  Steward, James Zimmer, Nancy Bourassa, Barb Miller, Joni VandenHeuvel, Andy Sommers, Ernesto Gonzalez,  

Guest:  Bob VandenHeuvel
Absent:  Freddy Orozco
Approval of Minutes -- We thanked Jeff Steward for taking the minutes from the March meeting and they were approved. They have not been posted to the website yet, but will be posted after revision.
We would like to make a formal request to Sr. Anne Arthur to return to the Council if her schedule permits because we value her insight. Her absence was noted at the meeting.
III) UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Parish Fundraiser -- The fundraiser will be part of the Patronal Feast celebration on September 12th. Our next committee meeting will be May 10 at 1 p.m. in the Parish Office. We are looking for the Raffle to provide the majority of our fundraising needs. We are selling $10 raffle tickets and each family will receive two tickets. the winning prize will be $2,000. We have begun the permit application process. 
Volunteer Dinner -- Approximately 220 people RSVP'd for the dinner and we appeared to have a full house. We would like to thank Guadalupe and Maria Serna, who volunteered to cook the entire dinner. It was delicious.
Calendar -- The parish calendar that is currently posted on the website needs to be updated.

IV) PASTOR’S REPORT:
· Father Bill  read a note from the Wilcox family, who celebrated a 50th anniversary. The couple thanked the parish members for their warm welcome home.

· Father Bill will be on vacation from May 24 to June 1. A priest from Cross International will cover the masses.
· First Communions will begin on Sunday, May 2 and continue through the summer.

V) CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT

· We would like to launch a Facebook page. Carlos will act as administrator and he will set that up.

· We have all been invited to attend the Diocesan Visioning Process Meeting (Previously called the five-year plan).

VI) COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Vision in Action -- In 2009 the committee focused on communication and projects included the fundraisers for the wide screen TV, phone tree, name tags and website revision. For 2010 the committee's focus will be on stewardship. They are hoping this will spur the reactivation of a permanent Stewardship Committee. Mary Ann Otto will offer a presentation on Stewardship via the Dioceses at the next VIA meeting, which will take place on Saturday May 22nd. These are open meetings and attendance by all interested parish members is encouraged.

Worship committee -- Did not meet in April.
Hispanic Committee -- There were 14 candidates for confirmation. There will be REP Retreats on May 8 and May 23. There will be no more formal youth group. The REP program will conclude for the year with the May retreats. It is important to note that this committee was erroneously listed as being an Hispanic Council in the bulletin. This will be corrected to reflect the correct title of the group, the Hispanic Committee.
Christian Service: -- Prayer of Immigration Reform will take place the weekend of May 1. 
· Ladies of St. Therese -- sold all of the air conditioners from the old building. Hosted a pot luck luncheon that went very well and may become a bi-monthly activity. Raised $1.251 on the Rummage Sale and donated $2,000 for new chairs (which we used at the Volunteer Dinner).

· St. Vincent DePaul -- Number of requests for help but it is sometimes difficult to track the addresses. They will allocate funds to Chile and Haiti through Catholic Relief Services. They are asking for new members.

· ESTHER -- Launched a statewide driver's card initiative. Pastor David Vasquez will be in the area May 23-24 and will speak both to the public and to the church. They are focusing heavily on working to repeal the Arizona Immigration Law.



VII) OPEN DISCUSSION:  
We discussed the equity of parish contributions. Our first goal is to clarify perceptions with actual data, which Fr. Bill and Barb will work to put together and present at our next meeting. The second goal is to create a culture of giving. The Hispanic Committee has worked with Father Bill to create a pamphlet that will be presented on Saturday, May 1. 
VIII) FINANCE COUNCIL REPORT
We received an offer to purchase the school building from a non-denominational Christian church, but the Bishop declined Father Bill's request to sell it to this group.

Businesses on the Southwest corner of Wisconsin Avenue and Drew Street will be losing their parking with the Wisconsin Avenue reconstruction project. These buildings have asked to purchase 30 feet of our available land (on the eastern edge of the property). Our real estate agent has advised us to postpone this sale to keep our current property as marketable as possible. 

We are $4000 short so far on our Bishop's Appeal.

The City of Appleton changed its ordinance so businesses now have to pay for garbage and recycling pickup. We have been grandfathered in on the garbage pickup and will continue to receive that service for free, but we will have to begin paying for recycling pickup.
IX) Next Meeting  May 18 (please note that this is a change). Jeff Steward will be the next prayer leader.
X) Meeting Adjourned: 8:00 PM 

Respectfully submitted
Laura Biskupic
